
First steps are important in that they let us get a bearing instead of just getting thrown 

around. I believe that Columbia’s summer program is my first step to a successful career. 

Success means to try my hardest and receiving either positive results, or results I can learn from. 

This means that I love to learn from my achievements and my failures. An example of this is 

when I get a problem wrong on a test: I must know how and why I got the problem wrong. Then 

what I could have done to get the right answer. This part of my mentality is very helpful to 

succeeding in school; which involves achieving the A Honor Roll. At Columbia, I hope to learn 

new things that will help me in my schooling now and can carry on through college. Education is 

the epitome of my life because I know it will bring me places that I could never have gone 

otherwise. I will cherish the things I learn and never forsake knowledge. 

The community I live in has several disheartening statistics on suicide, drug use, teen 

pregnancy, etc. I work to help make a positive change in my community, to the youth in 

particular, with the high school’s local branch of the SADD organization. Our biggest event is 

the mini youth conference where we have fun activities, a guest speaker, group discussions, and 

workshops. We serve as mentors to our fellow students; especially to those who don’t have a role 

model they can relate to in their life. We show our fellow peers that we do not need to be held 

down by the negativity in our community and/or reservation. The youth motivate me to try my 

best to be the role model that I never found in the older youth when I was younger.  

The Aliive Roberts County organization is a local prevention agency that has extended 

into the schools. I joined their youth council to help make a positive impact in my community. 

We plan a plethora of events to give youth a diversion from the many detrimental activities our 

community seems to have internalized. Another part of our work is to add or change local and 

tribal policies to aid in the making of more encouraging decisions. An example of this would be 

when we started compliance checks in the area to ensure that alcohol was not being sold to 

minors. This showed our tribal leaders, city leaders, and county leaders that there is a necessity 

for stricter punishments when establishments of alcohol sell to youth. In the near future, the 

policies will become active across the region.  My participation with Aliive and SADD is 

completely voluntary. I have made significant growth both as a student and a person since first 

joining these programs: I accredit them and my friends within the organizations to helping me 

become who I am today. 



Traveling to New York will expose me to life outside of the reservation. This will help 

me to better adjust to college life. Culture shock is a real problem that is ahead on my journey to 

success and I know that pre-exposure to a college campus like Columbia will greatly lessen the 

effects of culture shock. A proper aid in this would be to make friends, and I plan to make 

friends during my stay at Columbia. I believe friends are your family; so if as long as I have 

friends, I will never have to be away from family.   

My life has taken its toll from life on the reservation. I will have scars that I will have to 

live with, but my family and friends will always love me, support me, and help me to overcome 

any obstacle I may face. I honestly believe that I could not be where I am without my mother, 

whom is a single parent. She supports me in every aspect of my life and helps me get up when I 

fall. My mother gave me the base of who I am by teaching me what a lot of youth in my area 

never received from their parent figures. My friends aided me in growing into an adult by 

teaching me to be proud to be who I am. I am a gay Native American man.  I am proud to come 

from a strong, unified, and enduring people. My ultimate aspiration is to honor my ancestors by 

helping my people to thrive and triumph over our trials together.   


